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URGENT FIELD SAFETY NOTICE   

Date of Letter Deployment GE HealthCare Ref. # 34147 
 

To:  Chief of Anesthesia  
Director of Clinical/Biomedical Engineering  
Chief of Nursing  
Risk Manager/Healthcare Administrator  
 

RE: Aisys CS2, Aisys CS2 with Et Control and S/5 Aisys Anesthesia Systems automatically 
transitioning to Alternate O2 control 
 

Safety Issue 
GE HealthCare has become aware that Aisys CS2, Aisys CS2 with Et Control and S/5 Aisys Anesthesia 
Delivery Systems (see Affected Products List in this letter), containing certain electronic gas mixer 
assemblies, can automatically transition to Alternate O2 control.   
 
In Alternate O2 control, the system delivers 100% O2 to the breathing system enabling continued 
controlled or manual ventilation and initiates audible and visual alarms ("Set Alt O2 Flow! Agent 
delivery off!" or "Set Alt O2 flow! Check agent setting!").    
 
When this issue occurs, anesthetic agent delivery will be interrupted and requires clinician 
intervention.  If this is not provided, the patient may experience decreased anesthetic agent effect. 
 
There have been no injuries reported to GE HealthCare as a result of this issue. 
 
Actions to be taken by Customer/User 
Pending corrections from GE HealthCare, you can continue to use your Anesthesia system by 
following the instruction below:  
 
1. Prior to each use, complete preoperative checkout and tests in accordance with the instructions 

in the User Reference Manual (URM).   
2. When Alternate O2 control is enabled, the clinician should adjust the Alternate O2 flow as 

appropriate for the case. Use the Alternate O2 control knob to adjust the O2 flow. 
3. When Alternate O2 control is enabled, flow from the electronic mixer is stopped and the agent 

concentration is set to off.  Two situations are possible regarding the Agent quick key: 
a. The Agent quick key will be blank on the display if agent delivery is unavailable.  

Supplement with or transition to intravenous anesthetics as needed. 

b. The Agent quick key will be present on the display if agent delivery can be resumed. 
Press the Agent quick key to set the desired concentration and press the key again to 
confirm. 

4. Please evaluate existing service stock for the Field Replaceable Unit (FRU) spare parts listed below 
and dispose of all affected FRU parts according to your facility procedures. 

 
 
Please ensure all potential staff in your facility are made aware of this safety notification and the 










